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NATURAL RELIGION.1

SOME seventeen years ago a singular book was
published, which perplexed and startled the
religious world of England. It edified some, it
shocked others ; and for a time left others
doubtful whether they ought to be shocked or
edified. That book was the celebrated ' Ecce
Homo' ; nor, when we consider its tone and
subject, can we at all wonder at the ambiguous
effect produced by it. It professed to be a
study of Christ's life and nature, regarded solely
under their human aspect. It was conceived, as
such, in a spirit of the deepest reverence. Its
moral phraseology, though partly that of
philosophy, was in a greater measure that of the
Christian pulpit. The sacred character which it
undertook to analyse, was analysed only thjrfc it
might be made a clearer object for imitation.
The author evidently was in some /ense a

/

1 By the Author of 'Ecce Homo.'   Londoif: 1882.